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human health and reducing 
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Clinical Exchange Program Con nues to Thrive 

What we do: 
Inspire young professionals 
by exposing them to 
potenƟally life changing 
experiences in resource 
constrained environments 
around the world 

Develop mutually beneficial, 
collaboraƟve relaƟonships 
which address the needs of 
local communiƟes 

Support global health 
research efforts while 
providing clinical care for 
disadvantaged and 
vulnerable populaƟons  InternaƟonal Trainees  

Each spring, we host medical students from the Faculty of Medicine 
at Siriraj Hospital at Mahidol University in Bangkok, Thailand. In April 
we hosted two students, Mr. TaƩhap PhoƟnil and Ms. Patramon 
Tepmongkol for a clinical elecƟve where they rotated in Internal 
Medicine, Ophthalmology, Emergency Medicine and Obstetrics/
Gynecology for four weeks. 

TaƩhap PhoƟnil shared with the team upon his return: “My rotaƟon 
at Duke opened a completely new perspecƟve on internal medicine 
for me. I was impressed by how high-quality, evidence-based care can 
be delivered efficiently while sƟll maintaining excellent standards for 
paƟents. The experience also inspired me greatly in terms of research. 
Seeing how impacƞul research can be conducted and translated into 
real clinical pracƟce showed me how medicine and research can work 
together to improve paƟent outcomes and contribute to the broader 
medical community. I believe this experience will strongly influence 
my future career as a physician who hopes to combine clinical 
medicine with meaningful research.” 

Earlier this year, Dr. Sharla Rent, Department of Pediatrics/
Neonatology and HYC welcomed Dr. Fidel Shofel Ruzibuka, one of the 
first neonatology fellows from the University of Rwanda in Kigali at Duke. Through Dr. Rent’s 
mentorship, he spent Ɵme in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and in Labor and Delivery wards learning 
both clinical skills, health systems and leadership training. 

Duke Residents 
Welcome to our newest cohort! A total of 11 residents from Internal Medicine (2), Pediatrics (4), Med/
Peds (1), Family Medicine (1), Obstetrics (1), Neurology (1), and Radiology (1) were selected to 
parƟcipate in the HYC-supported global health clinical elecƟve program this year. These residents will 
complete 4- to 8-week clinical 
elecƟves at HYC partner sites in 
Eldoret, Kenya; Moshi, Tanzania; 
Galle, Sri Lanka; and Iquitos, Peru. 
During their clinical Ɵme, they will 
be immersed in different health 
systems and cultures, with the goal 
of advancing clinical skills, improving 
medical knowledge of disease 
pathology, and increasing 
understanding of sociocultural 
drivers of health and provision of 
cost-effecƟve care in low/under- 
resourced seƫngs.   
As part of their elecƟve, they will 
also parƟcipate in a longitudinal 
curriculum series throughout the year that focuses on understanding core issues surrounding global 
health. The curriculum is a unique opportuniƟes for residents from across mulƟple specialƟes to interact 
and engage with global health topics together. 

 

Dr. Becca Lumsden and Jessie Hardison with Duke residents  
at the first curriculum session of the academic year. 

 

TaƩhap PhoƟnil, Becca Lumsden  
and Patramon Tepmongkol  

 

Fidel Shofel with Sharla Rent 
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GHP Program Coordinator 
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Veronica Carrion 

Senior Program Manager 
Ernesto OrƟz, MD 

Dona ons 
The Hubert-Yeargan Center for 
Global Health is sustained by 
generous donaƟons from our 
donors. We value the  
collaboraƟons we’ve built with 
individuals, organizaƟons, and 
other academic medical centers 
dedicated to dramaƟcally 
improving the healthcare and 
lives of people around the 
world.  

Your donaƟons directly support 
our training programs. On 
behalf of our trainees, and 
everyone whose lives their 
work has touched, thank you 
for supporƟng our programs! 

To donate directly to the 
Hubert-Yeargan Center, visit  
hyc.globalhealth.duke.edu/
giving-back/ or scan the QR 
code below.  

To mail a donaƟon, please 
contact us at Hubert-
Yeargan@duke.edu for more 
informaƟon and to ensure the 
check is received by our office. 

In Memory of our  
Founding Director 

G. Ralph Corey, MD 

Global Health Pathway Welcomes New Class 
The Global Health Pathway for Residents and Fellows (GHP) has welcomed its 19th class of trainees for 
the 2026-2027 academic year. The 2026 cohort reflects HYC’s continued commitment to global health 
training across multiple specialties. 

Raphael Banoub, our second Global Ophthalmology Cornea Fellow, will work closely with Duke 
ophthalmologist Dr. Lloyd Williams. Through this fellowship, he will learn techniques criƟcal to 
addressing blindness worldwide while developing a deeper understanding of internaƟonal eye care 
systems, dispariƟes in access to care, and sustainable approaches to improving vision care. 

Soji Ojo, a psychiatry resident will co-design his research project in partnership with the Department of 
Psychiatry at Kilimanjaro ChrisƟan Medical Centre in Tanzania. He aims to develop community-based 
programs that bring mental health out of the shadows, foster open dialogue in cultures where it has 
long been sƟgmaƟzed, and expand access to 
care for vulnerable and marginalized 
populaƟons. 

Hassan Raja, an internal medicine resident, 
is spending three months in Moshi, 
Tanzania, working on a study that explores 
the perspecƟves of people living with HIV, 
HIV care providers, and nephrologists on 
integraƟng basic kidney care into HIV Care 
and Treatment Centres (CTCs). The study plans to examine current pracƟces, barriers and facilitators to 
kidney disease screening and management, and opportuniƟes to leverage Tanzania’s established HIV 
care infrastructure to improve the prevenƟon, early detecƟon, and management of chronic kidney 
disease among people living with HIV.  

Our new class joins conƟnuing trainees Rebekah Boyd, an Integrated Thoracic Surgery Resident; Megan 
Badejo, an Orthopaedic Surgery Resident; and Courtney Welch, a Pulmonary & CriƟcal Care Medicine 
Fellow, as they advance their global health training and experiences. 

Raphael Banoub Soji Ojo Hassan Raja 

Accep ng Applica ons for RC Legacy Awards 

We are accepƟng applicaƟons for the next round of G. Ralph Corey Legacy 
Awards. A partnership between HYC and DCRI in recogniƟon of Dr. Corey’s 
outstanding service, the award program carries on his vision to develop the 
next generaƟon of globally educated, socially responsible clinician educators 
and scienƟsts dedicated to improving health dispariƟes in LMICs and 
underserved populaƟons. Applicants must be early career Duke physician-
scienƟsts at the assistant professor faculty level. The program intends to 
name 1-3 award recipients and awards are up to $50,000 for projects that 
can be completed within two years. For complete eligibility rules and 
applicaƟon requirements, please visit our website. Submission deadline is 
September 18, 2026. 

G. Ralph Corey 

Building Sustainable Partnerships in Peru 
Dr. Ernesto OrƟz, affiliate faculty member and senior program manager for the Hubert-Yeargan Center 
for Global Health, is helping expand Duke's global health footprint in Peru through the launch of DGHI's 
first Student Research Training (SRT) program in the Sacred Valley. A Peruvian-American physician who 
trained and pracƟced in Peru, OrƟz has culƟvated strong relaƟonships with local 
organizaƟons, including Vidawasi, a children's health center dedicated to 
improving access to healthcare in underserved communiƟes. His leadership has 
created meaningful opportuniƟes for Duke students to engage in community-
driven research while addressing criƟcal health issues affecƟng adolescents. 

Under OrƟz's guidance, the inaugural SRT team built upon years of groundwork 
laid through previous student research projects on adolescent mental health 
and teen pregnancy. By connecƟng current students with past researchers and 
local partners, OrƟz has fostered a sustainable model of collaboraƟon that 
prioriƟzes trust, cultural understanding, and long-term impact. The students' 
work this summer, combined with ongoing partnerships and future cohorts' involvement, reflects 
OrƟz's commitment to ensuring that global health research strengthens communiƟes and conƟnues 
well beyond a single project or visit. To learn more about this program, read the recent arƟcle.  

Ernesto OrƟz 


